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is the essence of New England life.

Threat: The Connecticut River watershed is 89 percent undeveloped, but

For more information:
rural and suburban sprawl are reshaping the forest-and-farm landscape that

Clem Clay, Director
Connecticut River Program
I Short Street, Suite 9
Northampton, MA 01060
Phone: (413).584-6686

defines New England’s unique sense of place.

Ned Therrien

Need: Increased effort, funding, and leadership to shape priorities and get
land conservation results that make life better in individual communities
and the entire watershed.

Fax: (413) 584-6687
clem.clay@tpl.org
www.tpl.org/ctriver

Why TPL? Our Land-for-People mission, our track record in watersheds
across the country, our national experience, and our commitment to
working in partnership.

Connecticut Lakes, Pittsburg, NH



The richness and diversity of the Connecticut
River’s supporting landscape is unmatched in
New England, and critical to our identity as a
region.

Heritage and Economy. The River defined
colonial America’s first western frontier, and
powered the advent of precision manufacturing.

Farming. Known as New England’s
breadbasket, the River valley boasts some of the
nation’s best farmland.

Forests. Highly productive hardwood and
coniferous forests dominate the landscape,
including portions of the Northern Forest,
Green Mountain and White Mountain
National Forests, and the Berkshires.

Habitat. The Connecticut River valley is among
the most biologically rich areas in each of the
four River states. The Silvio O. Conte National
Fish and Wildlife Refuge aims to protect the
most threatened of the watershed’s terrestrial
and aquatic species across dozens of ecosystem

types.

Recreation & Tourism. The tri-state
Metacomet-Monadnock Trail, the Connecticut
River Water Trail, portions of the Appalachian
Trail and East Coast Greenway, several Wild
and Scenic tributaries, River-oriented Scenic
Byways in three states, and hundreds of local
and regional greenways provide a multitude of
recreational and tourism opportunities.

R.K. Bailey

Future Community Forest, West Fairlee, VT
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THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND ‘S VISION

We are fortunate to have a richly diverse and largely intact
watershed in the midst of our densely populated region. In
the Connecticut River watershed, we have an opportunity
to use precious open space and waters wisely and protect
them for future generations or watch them become more
generic with each passing year. Wherever people connect
to the land, our grandchildren should inherit a landscape
that tells an inspiring story of New England, illustrated
with farms, forest, clean water in the River and the Sound,
abundant wildlife, and vibrant communities small and
large.

THE CONNECTICUT RIVER PROGRAM

To achieve this vision, we must increase the pace and
scope of land conservation in the watershed, and we
must work both locally and regionally. Towns and cities
need help achieving local conservation priorities to
ensure quality of life for future generations. At the same
time, we must protect resources that are important to
the region and the nation by increasing state and federal
investments.

TPL builds partnerships across the watershed to
develop land conservation priorities and increase
funding to protect key resources. TPL also directly
engages River communities to help them define
conservation goals, figure out how to pay for land
protection, and take action to protect important parcels.
Our work at the regional level helps us to link local
accomplishments to river-wide goals.
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Among the myriad conservation needs in the watershed, TPL’s Connecticut
River Program focuses on these priorities:

e Protect Riverfront parcels and secure appropriate public River access;

e Protect prime farmland and community forests;

e Integrate regional initiatives, such as the Conte Refuge, with local efforts;
e Help communities identify and achieve their top conservation goals; and

e Protecticonic properties that tell an important story, are under threat, and
would not be conserved without TPL’s help.

GROWTH'S CHALLENGE

Even as the 30-year effort to clean the
River of sewage and industrial
pollution begins to pay off, changing
land development patterns present
new threats. The watershed lost over

19 percent of its farmland between
1982 and 1997, while developed land
area increased by over one third. An
additional 7.5 percent of farmland was
lost between 1997 and 2002—fully 45
percent of all farmland lost in New
England. Forest loss and
fragmentation are also significant.
Both American Farmland Trust and

the US Forest Service ranked parts of
the watershed among the nation’s
most threatened regions containing
important farmland and working
forests, respectively.

As rural sprawl becomes more
common, small increases in
population translate into large
impacts on the landscape. Many of the
towns that help define New England’s

identity are

struggling to
protect their

character.

Breakwater Light, Old Saybrook, CT



